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FOREWORD

The Nattonal Cromicidum Frameivorke (NCEF]L, 2005, reonmmends it
clitldren’s e at sehool muest be Bnked o/ thetr e outstde the sehool.
This principle marks a degariune from (e legaey of bookish jearning
which continues to shape our system and causes a gap between the
sethiool, home and commumnity. The sylliti and (extbooks deveioped on
the basts of NCF signlly an aliempl to implement (his baste idea, They
also attempl Lo dscorrage rote learriing and thiematntenanice of sharp
bourndaries between dllferent subject areas. We hope theso measires
will take us stgntleantly further in the direction of a child-cenited
system ol education outlined in the National Policy on Education | 1986).

The suceess ol Lhils cilort depends on Lhe steps Lhal schiool
prinecipals and teachers will take (o encourage children (o reflect on
(hetr owm Jesiming andd Lo pursoe Imagirelive activities s gquestions.
We must eeogmise that, given space, tme and freedom. children
genermte new knowledg: by engaging with the inlormation passed on
Ly I Inerm by adulis, Treattng Lhe prescribed estbook gs e sole basts
al exsminition s one of the Key reasons why other resouress and
sttes of learning are ignonsl. [iwulcnlmg L"rﬂ.'llm{j:_;nu.‘l tpitadtve is
posathie it we peroetve and treat children as partielpanis tn leaming,
not as recelvers ol a Nxed body ol knowledge. '

These alms imply constderable change in school roolines and
mode ol functioning, Flexmility in the daly he-able 15 35 nboessary
as rigour (o implementing the ammyal calendir so thal, the requited
number of teaching days are aviuaily dovoted o teaching. The
melliods used lor teactimg and evalualion will alsoe delermifne how
effective this lextbook proves for making clildren's We 3l schiool o
happy experience. mther than & source of Sivess o horedom, Syllabus
destgners have (red to address the problem of curmicutar burden by
resiracturnng and morlentng knowledge at diiferent sionges: with
grealer constderalion for child psycheogy and (he ime avatiabie lor
teachitng. The texthook attempls (o cohanee this endeavour by giving
higher priority and space 1o gpporfumties for contempation amd
wondering. discussion in small groups, and activities requiring hands-
o1 experiomiee,

The Natlonal Coundil ol Educational Research and Tralning
(NCERT) apprectales the hard work done by the texibook development
commitios responsibie for this hoalk. We wish to thank the Chatrperson
ol he advisory group n Soctal Sciences Trofessor Han Vasudevan
and Lhe Chiet Advisor for this book. Prolessor Neeladn Bliatiachans,
Centre for Histodeal Stadies. Jawaharial Nehro Universtiy. New Dethit
[or gutding the work of this committee. Several teachers conimibuied
io the development of this iextbook: we are grateinl (o their principats
lor muiking thils posstble. We are thdebited to the Insitititions ayid
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organtsations which have generously permitted us (o draw upon thetr
resources, material and persannel, We are espectally grateful 1o the
members of the Natlopal Mondioring Commiiice, appoinied by the
Department ol Secondary and Higher Education. Minkstry ol Human
Restourcee Developunent urider (he Chatpersonship of Prolessor Mrinal
Mirl and Professor G.P. Deshpande, tor thelr valuable tme and
contribulion. As an orgamisalion commitied (o the systemie mfomm
aml contimonus improvement in the quality of (18 products, NCERT
welcomes commenls and suggesiions which will enable iis Lo
unlertake lurther revision amd reldnement.

IHirecior
Neow Dielhn Notoral Councill of Edocation:l
20 Noveriber 2006 Research and Tralritg
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RationarisatioNn oF CoRTENT 1IN THE TEXTBOOKS

In wview of the COVID-12 pandemse, 1t 1= imperatiwve to reduc
content load on srudsnts, The National Educetion Policy 2020,
&lzo emphasisss reducins the content load asd prowidins
opporiunttie=s for expernencal learmieg with crestive mindest. in
thi= backeronnd, the NCERET has:pndertaken the exercize 1o
rattonslies the textbooks acress gl cla=z=s. Lesrnins Ouicomes
already daveloped by the NCERT across clesses have besn iaken
mito considerstion 1n thes exerciss.

Contents ufﬂl&' rexthooks have been rationslised in view of the
fﬂﬂnwittg:

o Dwverlagping with similsr content ineiuded o sther zubjzct
grsas in tha =zams clesgs

+  Simmlar contept mcluded m the lowss or hisher clages i the
same subjsct

« Difficulty lew=l

+ Conren:, which 13 sasily accesathis 1o studentswithour much
interventsona from teschers and can be leaenad by chldeeny
through ssli-learning or pesr-igarning

» Conteqnt, which i= wrelsvant 1 the presert cantE=xt

This present edition, Is a reformatied verslon afier carrying
out the changes given above.
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DEFINING THE FOCUS OF STUDY

What defines the focus ol this book? What does It seek (0 do? How
st Inked to whiat Has been studled (i earller classes?

In Classes VI to VIII we looked at Indian lstory from early
begimings to moder tmes, with a focus on one chironological
pertod i each year. Then tn the books [or Classes X and X, the
frame of reference chianged. We looked at a shorier perlod of Ume,
focusing spectiically on'a close stady of the comtemporary world.
We moved beyond tertitorial boundartes, beyond the llmits of nation
states; to see how different people in different places have played
thetrpart tn the making of the modern world. The listory of Indta
becanmie connectesl to awider iiter-Iinked Iustory, Subsequerntly m
Class XI we studled Themes in World Historg, expanding our
chronological focus, looking st the vast span of years from the
bedinming of human lte to the present, bult selecting only a sel of
themes [or serlous exploration. This yvear we will sindy Themes in
Inedian History.

The book begiins witlh Harappi and ends with the [raming of the
Indian constitation. What it offers 1s not @ general survey ol (ve
millerina, but a close study of selest themes. The history books 1n
eartier years have already acquainted vou with [ndian history, [Uis
tme we explore soine themes In greater detall.

In choosing the themes we have tried o ensure Lthat we learm
about developments in different spheres— economic, cultarml. sodal,
political, and religlons - even aswe attempt to brealk the boundaries
bietween thém. Some themes 1 the book will introeduce you to the
politics of the tme and the nature of authordty and powern others
explore the way socletles are organtsed, and the way they function
and change; still others tell us about rellgiods Hle and ritual
pracices, abont the working of econonies, and the changes within
rural and urban societles,

Each of these thiemes will also allowyou to have a closer look at
the histortans’ cralt. To retrieve the past. historians have to find
soureres that make the past accessible. Bat sources do pol just reveal
the past: histortans have to grapple with sources, Interpret them,
and make them speak. Thits 1s what makes history exciting, The
same sources can tell us new things If we ask new guestions, and
engage with them in new ways. So we nieed to see how historians
read sources, and how they discover new things in old setirees.

But historians do not only re-examine old records. They discover
new ones, Sometlmes these could be chance discoveries.
Archacologlsts may unexpectedly come acruss seals and mounds
that provide clues to the existence of a stte of an anctent ctvillsation.
Rummagng threugh the dusty records of a district collectorale &
historian may trip over a bundle of records that contaln legal cases
of local disputes, and these may open up a new world of village lie
steveral cetturies back. Yet are such diseoveries only accidents? You
may bump Into a bundle of old records W an-arclive, open iU up
and see It without discovertng the sigritficance of the source. The
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soume ey mean nothing to you unless you have relesnt questions
in mind, You have to track the source, read the text. follow the clues,
and make the Inter -ocomnections before you can eoonstmet the past.
The physical discovery of a record does not simply open up the
past. When Alexander Cunningham first saw a Harappan sial, he
could make 1o sense of It Only much later was the significance of

In fact when historians hegin to ask new questions. explore new
themes, they have to often search for new types of sources, If we
wish to know aboul revolutionaries and rebels, affictal sources can
reveal anly & partial pieture, one that will be shaped by officiil
censure and prejudice, We need to look for other sources— diaries
of rebels, their personal letters, thetr witings aned pronouneenents.
And these are nol always easy to come by, [T we have 1o undersitand
experiences of people, then oril sources might reveal motre than
writlen sources,

As the vision of history broadens, historians begin tracking new
sources, searching for new clues to understand the past. And when
that happens, the conception of what constifutes a source itself
changes, There was a time when only written records were
arknowledged as authentie, What wis written could be verified,
cttexd, snd cress checked, Oral evidence was never cansidered a valid
SO wlmwastngumnlm s authenticity and verflabiity? This
mistrust of oral sources has bt yet disappeared, but oral evidence
has been Innovatively tsed to uncover expertences that no other
record could reveal. '

Through the book tiils vear, you will enter the world of historians,
aceompany them (n'thetr search for new clues, and see how they
carry an their dinlogues with the past. You will witness the way
they tease out meantng outof revards, read Inscriptions, excavate
archacolopical sites, make sense of beads and bones, tinterpret the
epics, look at the stupas and bulldings, examine palntings and
pholographs, mterpret polide repons and revenue eeords. and
listen to the volees of the past. Each theme will explore the
pecullartties and possibilities of one particular type of source. It
will cliseuss what a source can tell and what 1t cannaol,

This Is Part | of Theme's in Indlan History, Parts 11 and W1 will
fosllow,

Niztamg Busrraciiama
Chipy Aduisor, Hstory
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How To USE THIS BOOK

This s Part | ol Themes in Indian History, Parts 11 aod T wtll follow.

Each chapter is divided into numbered sections and
subsections to facilitate learning.

M You will also fimd other material enclosed tn boxes:

These contain:

~ Additional More elaborate

definitions

e TR ——— |

These are meant to assist and enrich the learning process,
but are not intended for evaluation.

Ml Each chapter ends with a get of timelines. This 1s fo be treated as
background information. and not for evaluation.

' There are figures, maps and sources numbered sequenttally through
each chapier.

{a) Figures include illustrations of artefacts such as tools. pottery. seals,
coins, ornaments efe. aswell as of Inscrptions, sculpture, paintings.
butldings, archaeological sites: plans and photographs of people and
places; visual matertal that histonans use as sources.

(b Each chapter has maps.

e} SBourees are enclosed within separate boxes: these contain
ﬂl}ﬁ@hﬁ from a wide variety of texts and inscripfions. Both
WmuﬁuﬂmmﬁumymaﬂuMarxﬂwm
clues that histortans use. You will also see how historians
malyﬁe these clues, The final examination can include
excerpts from and/or {llustrations of Hmﬂul!ﬂmlh:r
vavﬂlngrmﬂmm ortunity to handle

-(:*a
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M There are (o categories of intext questions:

ib) thosewith the caption = Discuss.. which are not for evaluation

Bl There arc four types of assignments at the end of cach chapter:

These include: - —
short gquestions short essays
map work E projecis

These are meant to provide practice for the final aﬁm&m and evaluation.,

Hope you enjoy using this book.
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